Chapel Time “Don’t judge a book by its cover”  April, 2018
by Joshua Teague

“Don’t judge a book by its cover.” When you hear this idiom, what do you think about? What's the first thing that
comes to your mind? We often hear this phrase or idiom in many different situations. What does it mean?
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Let me first answer that by asking another question. Have you ever been to a used book store? Probably most of us
have been to at least one or two in our lifetime. When you enter the bookstore, how do you look for an interesting
book? Do you stroll down each isle looking at all the titles of the books? Do you first look for a specific section and
then look? Once you find an interesting title, what makes you purchase that book? Is it the flashy design or artwork
of the cover? Is it the feel or texture of the cover? Is it the quick description on the back?

ZDBZELUT, FFTEOI—DBHET TS, BSAK. ARBEICITIMNECEEHDFEIN ?Z< DTS
N, CNETIC—ENZERITHIMMNECENSDHDDTIIRNTULDIN, AEICADLR., EDXRDIC U THEERZEN
ARZRUEID?—HNTFOWMERT. ECOARDYA IR TITEXIDN ?ZNEER/HENI—TFT —ZFFTRLUT
RZRFINP?ZULUTC BIRENY A RILZR DTS, ZORZEDCHDED—BUIRMATLL DN, FKIED
EODRT T A VOIET UL DD PRIBORMORBEMT UL OD ?ERIBICHINBDFRBETLL DD ?

One of my favorite things about going to a used bookstore is the discount book cart or bin. Often times you’ll find
books with worn or heavily used covers on them. And there are times when you can feel how many times that book
has been read. At some point in time, that book was cherished by someone.
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Let’s break down the idiom word for word. It is interesting how this idiom starts off with negative connotation

(feeling/idea).
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Often times an idiom becomes an idiom based on how much it is used.
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We are often attracted to the flashy things in life. The outside of someone or something often influences our
opinions. In the last chapel time | talked about outer and inner beauty and while this idiom does apply to the topic of
beauty, | want to focus on the complete “contents” of one’s life.
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"Judge" Verb- form an opinion or conclusion “Judge” 158 BROBHREMIEDICE

Martin Luther King said it best when he says: "I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
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It is said that our lives are that of a novel. That our experiences, friendships, heartbreaks, happinesses, the good
times and the bad times are all pages and chapters in the book called life. Our “content” is who we are.
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When | was in high school, our choir would often visit the retirement homes to just go and listen to all of their



stories. Oh the novels one could write just listening to them! There was action! There was romance! There was
mystery! But without fail, everyone of them ended their stories with how fast time passed by. The Bible describes
life as fleeting.
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Psalm 89:47-48 TR 89 R 47~48 &
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Let’s go back to the bookstore | mentioned earlier. Did you ever buy a book because the book had a beautiful, flashy,
or interesting cover but the book itself was not good? How about buying a used worn book because it was
discounted and it turns out to be one of the best books you’ve ever read? THIS is the true meaning of the idiom. In 1
Samuel 16:7b we read: “....The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
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What if the chapters of your life haven’t been so great so far?
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Romans 8:38-39 says:

38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor
any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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What if you feel that the chapters of your life are coming to a close? or you're afraid of what the next chapter may
contain?
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Romans 10:9-13 says:

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess
your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on

him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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What chapter in your life will be written next?
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